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ANTISATELLITE BAN 
CALLED UNSOUND 


Reagan Aide Tells Senate Any 
> Pact Against Such Arms 
Would Be Hard to Verify 


BpKtel toTteNtw Y«fc Tkum 


WASHINGTON, March 15 — A Peo- 

f taron flfficiftl tnldlfle Saatft nxtoY that 

he believed it would be “extremely dif- 

fioilL tl not imixwsibte,” tftvsttfY that 
the Soviet Union was co mplying with 
any trretyJkPrefribil WMpo^s.g>pftb)le 
otd e stngjpg gBR ^ fle PIfc 

dicted the White HausewwMtate.a 

Assistaat-Se ctetar f 


thisre- 

v marks re presente d thevlewsof the£>e- 
fens? Dc partm eriT and the ' y 4nbm - 

E ^esaid^^^^ht it unlikely that the 
> Administration as a whole would take a 


different view in a report cn antisatel- 
lite weapons to be furnished to Con- ■ 
gress by March 31. 

There is strong sentiment in both 
Houses of Congress for negotiating a 
treaty on anti-satellite weapons, with 
the Soviet Union, in order to avoid initi- 
ating a new arms race in space* 


Finds Withheld by Congress 

Congress withheld $19.4 million in 
funds to prepare to produce a United 
States antisatellite weapon last year 
until President Reagan furnished a re- 
port on the “arms control implica- 
tions’* of such a weapon and the Admin- 
istration’s conclusions as to whether 
compliance with a treaty could be veri- 
fied. This report is due no later than 
March31. 

Another law forbids a test of the 
United States weapon against a target 
in space until Mr. Reagan certifies that 
he has made a good faith effort to enter 
into negotiations with the Soviet Union 
on a treaty limiting anti-satellite weap- 
ons. There is no time limit on this legis- 
lation. 

The proposed United States weapon 
consists of a two-stage, 18-foot rocket 
carried to high altitude by an Air Force 
F-15 fighter and fired into space. It is 
designed to carry a small homing vehi- 


cle that would track a target satellite 
by beat seeking guidance and destroy it 
with a high velocity impact. The Air 
Force fired such a rocket into space in 
January in a test of the propulsion sys- 
tem, but* test against a target is not 
scheduled until autumn. 

The Soviet Union has been testing a 
different type of anti-satellite weapon 
for more than 10 years, but many scien- 
tists say that most tests have been fail- 
ures and that the weapon, which boosts 
an expolsive warhead into low space 
orbit, is a relatively primitive device. 
The Administration, however, consis- 
tently describes it as an “operational” 
weapon. 

Test Ban Called Verifiable 

.Scientists who favor a treaty say that 
it would be impossible to verify a ban 
on possession of anti-satellite weapons 
but that a ban on testing such weapons 
in space would be verifiable. These 
scientists say that no weapon of this 
type can be deployed for combat with- 


out such tests. 

Congressional and scientific ad- 
voctes of a treaty argue that space 
satellites help deter war by providing 
both the United States and the Soviet 
Union with the means to watch mili- 
tary movements and to have early 
warning of a missile attack. 

Mr. Perle, however, argued that the 
undetected development of a Soviet 
anti-satellite weapon would permit it to 
knock out low orbit American recon- 
naissance satellites in a crisis and 
force the United States to “escalate 
faster” in a conventional conflict. 

A Senate official said Mr. Perle had 
also said that he would not favor a 
treaty even if such a pact were verifia- 
ble. One reason tor this, Mr. Perle tes- 
tified, is the Soviet ocean reconnais- 
sance satellite system. 

While most satellites on both sides 
are for surveillance and not tracking 
military targets for attack, the Defense. 
Department believes that the ocean i 
reconnaissance system would facUi-i 
tate Soviet attack on United States 
naval units. j 

’ Mr. Perle also said that “for all we 
know there are anti-satellite weapons 
up there now. We can’t rule it ouL” 

Since the known Soviet weapon is a 
ground-launched, orbital device, Mr. 
Perle may have been referring to the 
possibility that some form of “space 
mine,” disguised as an ordinary satel- 
lite, had been put in orbit. 
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